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Activities  
These activities are intended for use before your visit to the Virginia Air and Space Center.  It is beneficial 
for the students to have some prior knowledge about the content area covered in the program.  All of the 
activities can be tailored to your specific classroom needs, and the procedures listed are suggestions for 
teaching.  

Activity 1:  Sing a Song

 

Teach the following song:  

Recycle Every Day (to the tune of Row Row Row Your Boat ) 
**from Piggyback songs  Written by Nick Robarge  

Everyone should try to 
Recycle every day 
Sort bottles, cans and boxes too 
We ll save the world today  

Recycle paper, save the trees 
Ride your bike around 
Give a hoot, don t pollute 
Enjoy the earth around    

Activity 2:  Sort it Out  

Give brief explanations of what it means to recycle and show the students the recycle symbol.  

Have several clean examples of recyclable materials available:  plastic bottles, newspapers, 
aluminum cans, cardboard, etc.  Ask the students what each of the materials may be used for.  
Allow the students to touch them, play with them, use them as building blocks, etc.   
Explain that we put all of our recyclable materials in one bin at our houses, but it has to be 
sorted out when it gets to the plant because plastic items cannot be made with paper, and glass 
items cannot be made with metal.  Tell them they will be plant workers today sorting out the 
recyclable materials.  Have the students sort them into categories:  Metal, Paper or Cardboard, 
and Plastic.  (Glass is also a recyclable material, however you may not want to have it, or limit 
its access)    

Have the students decide what new products could be made out of the items they recycled now 
that they have been sorted.        
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Resources  
Books

  

The Dumpster Diver  Janet S. Wong  2007  

A Pig Tale  Olivia Newton-John  1993  

Trash and Recycling  Stephanie Turnbull  2005  

Recycled Paper: From Start to Finish

 

Samuel G. Woods  2000  

Learn and Play the Recycle Way: Homemade Toys that Teach  Rhoday Redleaf  1999  

Everyday is Earth Day:  a craft book  Kathy Ross  1995  

Follow that Trash!  All about recycling  Francine Jacobs  1996  

Websites

  

www.kinderart.com

  

http//crafts.kaboose.com

  

www.perpetualpreschool.com

  

www.preschoolrock.com
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